
 
Mr. Taleeb Noormohamed 
MP Vancouver Granville 
House of Commons 
Ottawa ON K1A 0A6  

Dear Mr. Noormohamed,  

As a constituent in Vancouver Granville, I’m writing today because I believe Canada urgently needs to reform 
the criminal records system.  

Hundreds of thousands of Canadians carry the unnecessary burden of an old criminal record. Yet applying for a 
record suspension (a.k.a. pardon) is a complicated, bureaucratic, time-consuming process. This system isn’t 
making Canada safer — far from it. It disproportionately affects communities that are over-represented in the 
criminal justice system, including Black and Indigenous people. It keeps people from finding housing and stable 
jobs, which are vital to preventing recidivism. And it prevents people who have paid their debt to society from 
moving on and rebuilding their lives. 

This issue is particularly important to me because…  

I have personally experienced the barriers caused by  
having a criminal record. 

I work with people with justice system involvement. I have seen how challenging it is to access housing 
and employment if you have a criminal record. 

I know the system hurts many folks who have experienced domestic violence and who are trying to move 
forward with their lives. 

I care about addressing the over-representation of BIPOC individuals in the criminal justice system. 

I believe we need to support Canadians who want to work and earn a living — not bog them down with 
bureaucratic processes. 

As you might know, the government has promised to reform the pardons system. But we need to ensure any 
changes go beyond window dressing.  

That’s why I support the Fresh Start Coalition, which brings together 85+ civil society organizations from across 
Canada. The Coalition is advocating for a “spent records regime,” where a person’s record would be 
automatically sealed (or “spent”) after they have finished their sentence and lived crime-free in the community 
for a period of time. Making this change would reduce red tape, enhance public safety, and foster participation 
in the workforce.  

As my MP, please raise this issue and advocate for a spent regime with your caucus colleagues and with the 
Minister of Public Safety. Let’s take action and support Canadians who are working hard to achieve a fresh start 
for themselves and their families.  

Sincerely,  

Phileas Fogg 
W 20th Avenue 
Vancouver BC V5Y 2C3 

Look up your MP’s name and address using the 
House of Commons website. Remember that no 

postage is necessary to send letters to Parliament. 

Include your name and postal code, if 
you are comfortable, so your MP can 
see clearly that you live in their riding. 

Make it personal and explain why you 
are passionate about this issue. Here 

are some ideas to get you started. 

https://pm.gc.ca/en/mandate-letters/2021/12/16/minister-public-safety-mandate-letter
https://freshstartcoalition.ca/

